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Webinar on Farm Act 2020 : Implication for Farmers' Interest

On 18 January 2021, 'Webinar on Farm Act 2020: Implications for Farmers' Interest' was organized
by ICAR-ATARI, Zone-Ill Kanpur to spread awareness and give information about New Farm
Acts. In this webinar Dr. A.K. Singh-Deputy Director General (Agril. Ext.) was the guest speaker.
Chief Organizer Dr. Atar Singh, Director, ICAR-ATARI, Kanpur shared that 600 farmers and 100

scientists from 30 Krishi Vigyan Kendras of Uttar Pradesh participated in the webinar.

Dr. A.K. Singh, DDG (AE), said that under the new agricultural laws, the traders will not be
able to cheat farmers, and they will get assured price. Investment by private companies in the
agriculture sector will increase, which will benefit in rapid development and improving economic
condition of farmers. Under the F.P.O.s, 500-1000 farmers will produce and as a single source of
contract, the purchase will be done by the company from them. Under the contract farming, farmer
can refuse to sell, but not the merchant. APMC mandis are still not very good performing,

especially in UP. Through the new laws, farmers will be exempted by 8% tax by the mandis.

Dr. Atar Singh, Director ICAR-ATARI Kanpur said that in these laws, two laws are new
while one is amended law. Despite economic liberalization, there was a great need for
improvement in agriculture. Through these laws, the doors of private investment in agriculture will
be opened. Private investment will bring quality seeds, fertilizers and pesticides. Under these laws,
there will be agreement between farmers and companies, and the value of produce will be
determined. Under delivery and payment, payment will be given after supply and receipt will also

be issued. Crops can be insured. Farmers can also avail loans. Farmers will get rid of exploitation.

Dr. Sadhna Pandey, Principal Scientist (H.Sc.E.) gave information about Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 2020". She
said that the Act provides a framework for farmers to engage in contract farming, where farmers

can contract directly with buyers (prior to the sowing season) to sell them produce at pre-



determined prices. The purpose of this particular law is to enable the farming community to get out
of the clutches of traders, middlemen and hunter-gatherers. Farmers and sponsors will decide the
price before sowing. Market risk will transfer from farmer to sponsor. Farmers will get access to
high quality seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, access to new technology, thereby improving the quality

of production.

Dr. Shantanu Kumar Dubey, Principal Scientist (A.E.) gave information on 'The Farmers'
Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020' and giving information on
MSP, he said that MSP is a minimum price guarantee that acts as protection or insurance for
farmers when they sell specific crop. The concept of MSP protects farmers in situations where crop
prices fall drastically. The purpose of the law is to allow farmers to sell their produce outside the
notified Agriculture Produce Marketing Committee ie mandis. Its goal is to provide remunerative
prices to farmers for their produce through competitive alternative trade channels. Under this law,
no cess or fees will be charged from farmers on the sale of their produce. This will provide new
options for the farmers. They will reduce the cost of selling their produce, helping them get better
prices. With this, farmers of those areas where there has been more production will be able to get

better prices by selling their agricultural produce in other deficient regions.

Dr. Raghavendra Singh, Principal Scientist (Horti.) gave information about Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020'. He said that farmers will get a lot of benefits from the new
agricultural laws brought by the government. Farmers will be strengthened by these laws. Contract
farming is based on the farmer's own will, if he wants to do it or else it is not necessary. Under the
Essential Commodities Amendment Act, farmers will get storage facility at the farm gate itself.
Farmers will get benefits at village level. Earlier, due to lack of much storage facilities, many
grains and crops were also destroyed, now this will not happen. Due to the old law, private
companies did not come forward in the field of storage facilities. But under new law private
companies will make Storage Facilities better. Farmers will be able to keep their produce safe for

long time and supply it where demand is high.

At the end of the webinar, the questions of the participating farmers and scientists were
answered by the experts. Dr. Dhoom Singh, Director Extension, CSAUA&T Kanpur voted thanks

to all the participants.
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